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Review:
Luca Vero is freed from a prison cell and given a mysterious quest by the Order of Darkness, to
investigate evil and its threat to Christianity. Accompanied by his friend Frieze and a cleric, Brother
Peter, the first assignment is to look into reports of strange and disturbing events at a nunnery. The
Abbess Lady Isolde, and her companion from childhood, Ishraq are implicated in the evil that permeates
the Abbey. But all is not as it seems and secrets are revealed when a conspiracy involving a stolen
inheritance is uncovered.
Philippa Gregory has oversimplified both the storyline and characterization in her first young
adult novel. Even though it is initiated with predictable plot points and underdeveloped protagonists, the
book is quite short, easily read and entertaining. The most interesting individuals in the book were
secondary characters Frieze and Ishraq. Their interactions were amusing and believable. The main
characters of Luca and Isolde remain insipid. Strengths in the novel are its rich historical background and
descriptive, imaginative locations in medieval Europe. Situations and dangers for women in this time
period were illustrated. Sadly the novel only hints at Luca’s mysterious origins, the intrigue of the Order
of Darkness itself, and any connections to the book’s title ‘The Changeling’ are only briefly mentioned at
the beginning. Perhaps readers will find that Gregory will explain more and flesh out the characters in the
next book in the series, Stormbringers.
Reviewer: Cynthia Frazier
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